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All topics can be written either in German or English unless explicitly specified otherwise. The
literature specified on the respective topics should reflect the core of the work. At the same
time, you can use the literature as a reference point for your further research.

1 The “AI Penalty”: How Using Artificial Intelligence
Can Backfire

This thesis can be written only in English.

• Reif, J. A., Larrick, R. P., and Soll, J. B. (2025). Evidence of a social evaluation penalty
for using AI. Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences, 122(19), e2426766122.

• Schilke, O., and Reimann, M. (2025). The transparency dilemma: How AI disclosure
erodes trust. Organizational Behavior and Human Decision Processes, 188, 104405.

• Acar, O. A., Gai, P. J., Tu, Y., and Hou, J. (2025). The hidden penalty of using AI at
work. Harvard Business Review.

• Arango, L., Singaraju, S. P., and Niininen, O. (2023). Consumer responses to AI-
generated charitable giving ads. Journal of Advertising, 52(4), 486-503.

• Kim, J., Schweitzer, S., Riedl, C., and De Cremer, D. (2025). The AI penalization effect:
people reduce compensation for workers who use AI. arXiv preprint arXiv:2501.13228.

• Wang, S. Q., and Qiu, J. (2025). Perceived AI use and hiring penalties: experimental
evidence. Available at SSRN 5675322.

• Li, Z., Liang, C., Peng, J., and Yin, M. (2024). How does the disclosure of AI assistance
affect the perceptions of writing? arXiv preprint arXiv:2410.04545.

• Gai, P. J., Hou, J., and Tu, Y. (2025). Competence penalty is a barrier to the adoption
of new technology. Available at SSRN 5255039.

2 Repugnant Markets and New Technologies: What Can
AI Learn from Past Cases?

Some papers/books to start with:
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• Roth, A.E. (2007). Repugnance as a constraint on markets. Journal of Economic Per-
spectives, 21(3), pp.37-58.

• Akerlof, G.A., and Kranton, R.E. (2010). Identity economics: How our identities shape
our work, wages, and well-being. In Identity Economics. Princeton University Press.

• Bénabou, R., and Tirole, J. (2011). Identity, morals, and taboos: Beliefs as assets. The
Quarterly Journal of Economics, 126(2), pp.805-855.

3 Selective Memory, Attention, and Representativeness
in the Evaluation of Signals

Some papers to start with:

• Bordalo, P., Gennaioli, N., and Shleifer, A. (2020). Memory, attention, and choice. The
Quarterly Journal of Economics, 135(3), pp.1399-1442.

• Bordalo, P., Conlon, J.J., Gennaioli, N., Kwon, S.Y., and Shleifer, A. (2023). Memory
and probability. The Quarterly Journal of Economics, 138(1), pp.265-311.

• Esponda, I., Oprea, R., and Yuksel, S. (2023). Seeing what is representative. The Quar-
terly Journal of Economics, 138(4), pp.2607-2657.

4 The Effect of Information on Beliefs, Attitudes, and
Behaviour

• Haaland, I., Roth, C., and Wohlfart, J. (2023). Designing information provision experi-
ments. Journal of Economic Literature, 61(1), 3-40.

• Ferroni, M., and Stantcheva, S. (2021). Perceptions of racial gaps, their causes, and ways
to reduce them.

• Alesina, A., Miano, A., and Stantcheva, S. (2023). Immigration and redistribution. Re-
view of Economic Studies, 90(1), 1-39.

• Schwardmann, P., Tripodi, E., and Van der Weele, J. J. (2022). Self-persuasion: Evidence
from field experiments at international debating competitions. American Economic Re-
view, 112(4), 1118-1146.

• Thaler, M. (2024). The fake news effect: Experimentally identifying motivated reasoning
using trust in news. American Economic Journal: Microeconomics, 16(2), 1-38.

5 The Effects of Zero-Sum Thinking

• Chinoy, S., Nunn, N., Sequeira, S., and Stancheva, S. (2022). Zero-sum thinking and the
roots of America’s policy divides.

• Fearon, P. A., Gotz, F., Serapio-Garcia, G., and Good, D. (2021). Zero-sum mindset and
its discontents. University of Oxford Blavatnik School of Government, Social Macroeco-
nomics Working Paper.
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• Davidai, S., and Ongis, M. (2019). The politics of zero-sum thinking: The relationship
between political ideology and the belief that life is a zero-sum game. Science Advances,
5(12).
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